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BUCKHAM GALLERY AND GVRC- BUILDING BRIDGES

”Ideal teachers are those who use them-
selves as bridges over which they invite
their students to cross, then having facili-
tated their crossing, joyfully collapse, en-
couraging them to create bridges of their

own.” -- Nikos Kazantzakis
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ground work towards developing a new
skill set for these adolescents, more and
more of them opened up and began build-
ing relationships with the teachers that
they had never developed before with
adults. As the teachers transitioned be-
tween the first onto the second group of
all males, there was a revamping of teach-
ing styles to get the kids to open up and
participate sooner rather than later. With
this new structure of teaching, the adoles-
cents were encouraged to create pieces on
their own with less oversight from the
artists, while still building relationships
between each other and with the adult
artists. The third and final group which
was a co-ed group added a whole new dy-
namic to the project. Prior to the integra-
tion of the female component in the pro-
gram, there were few concerns about
rape, incest, or sexuality, but these were
all new problems that the artists met
head on, finding new ways to help the fe-
males deal and cope with these issues.
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“Bridging the gap”, this has been a theme
running through the last 12 weeks at the
Genesee Valley Regional Detention Center
(GVRC). Through the months of Septem-
ber, October, and November three
Buckham Gallery Artists (Todd Onweller,
Dr. Traci Currie, & James Thigpen Jr.)
worked directly with 82 detained youth
male and female (12-17 yrs) in the areas of
drawing and spoken word. As I observed
these artists working with these adoles-
cents there was a common ground regard-
less of what they were teaching. Each of
these artists built a bridge between their
ideas and how they were going to connect
with each student on a new level, to help
them understand concepts in different
artistic mediums.
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Regardless of the types of art or spoken
word that each student produced
throughout the project many found their
own path. Some students from the pro-
gram appeared at the gallery for a show of
their artwork, some performed at the gal-
lery, and others spoke outwardly in open
court because of a skill set they learned
throughout the program. These adoles-
cents did achieve the ultimate skill set
from the artist members from Buckham
Gallery by creating bridges of their own
and then traveling across to a new life.

As the program developed with the first
group there were many hurdles that the
artist members encountered with the all
male student group. Many of these stu-
dents suffered from issues such as, lack of
self esteem, lack of self worth, inability to
deal with emotions, and an inability to re-
solve family and interpersonal problems.
This is where the artists introduced them-
selves as the “bridge” and demonstrated
that there were many different ways for
the youth to cross into a new life direction.
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Beginning drawing, awareness of the self

and surroundings and the basics of spoken
word directives and poetry were the focus
of the first session. As the artists laid the

--Steve Hull GVRCSHARE ART Program Coordinator

Read more about this program on page 5




UPCOMING EVENTS
AT

BUCKHAM GALLERY:

January
6th

13th

February
3rd

10th

March
2nd

9th

For additional information, updates and
details for these and other events

BUCKHAMGALLERY.ORG
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BuckhamGalleryhas a new intern

30th

Make plans now to attend the preview during Artwalk
and the auction on March 30th

Please send all materials listed above to:

manager@huckhamgallery.org




Page 4 Financial Report

The Buckham Gallery news-
letter ARTSO FACTO is a
great way to advertise and
support the gallery at the
same time. The newsletter is
published and mailed to sub-
scribers on our mailing list.

The financial information reported below indicates the noteworthy income and
sponsorships over the months of OctobeDecember 2011.
Art Exhibitionst

e  Anonymous donations from art walk receptions total $595.00
Fundraisingt

e The C.S. Mott Foundation awarded $20,000 for annual operations suppo

e GVRC Sponsorships: received $230.00 towards the continuation of the
Artso Facto is also published

as a PDF on our web page.

collaborative programming with Genesee Valley Regional Center youth.
Sponsorships

e  Buckham Gallery purchased a membership with Flint Handmade for $35. Pricing is as follows:

Business Card$25.00

Quarter page $50.00
Half pager $100.00

Salest
e Buckham Gallery merchandise sales for this quarter yielded $110.00
e Buckham Gallery art commissions for this quarter yielded $815.00
e Buckham Gallery art sales for this quarter $2717.00

Tandem Events MEMBERSHIPS PAID

e Performances: donations at these events earned $315.00 THIS QUARTER
Corporate:
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INTERESTED IN BECOMING CO":ibuﬁng:
R B.G
AN ASSOCIATE MEMBER oo o oreet
Sam & Mary Morello
APDRESS OF BUCKHAM GALLERY? | jun & vary Eilen Nyland

Amede & Grace Hungerford

Volunteer Hours 188 hours were donated by members of the community.

/BECOME AN ASSOCIATE MEMBER

NAME

Benefits of being an associate member |
HLONE Buckham Gallery include: involvement ifatron:
E-MAIL ADDRESS your local arts community, access to ¢ Sally Kagerer
gallery announcements and mailings, and Lynda Berge
10% discount on all gallery purchases al Lynne Hurand
0 NEw MEMBER on select performance events. Also, ar
0 RENEWING MEMBER associate with a Contributing Membershi
or higher will get his or her name displaye
on the gallery website and via signage ¢ GraceScholt
an internal wall of the gallery. Mary Jean Lamberson-Allard

Arthur & Bess Hurand

Randee & David Pieper

Paul & Nancy Royzicki
[0 MEMBERSHIP UPGRADE

0 $15 sTubent [0 $ 100 cONTRIBUTING

[0 $35 iNpivibuar [ $125 corpoRrATE All gifts to Buckham Gallery are tax deduc -
[] $35 Non-PrOFIT L] $500 BENEFACTOR ble to the extent allowed by the law. You o rofit:
O [ ¢ 1,000 SPONSOR support and interest in our organization i Flint Handmade
$40 FAMILY ' deeply appreciated. Family:
[0 $50 PaTRON [0 $5,000 Mepici Guy Adamec
To become a member, detach the form tK <tie E -
S the left and mail it to Buckham Gallery witl r'wt'e LA g
your payment. Or vyou may visiMichael & Kay Kelly
, ) Please make checks to: . . e
e www.buckhamgallery.org/associate if yol{Individual:
~ BUCKHAM GALLERY wish to pay using debit g = Margo Lakin
BUCK HAM 1341/2W. Second St. credit. i g Student:

GALLERY

Robert Burack
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Genesee Valley Regional Cenisarresidential detention center in Flint for juveniles agelZGvho have been court ordered into secure
detention. Buckham Gallery is planning to continue a program that began in September 2011. The anticipated outconteesf thiznth pro-
gram is that youth will not only be introduced to skill sets that have the potential to encourage healing and inspireutdipe youth will also
be provided with weekly guided practice to experience these skills firsthand.

The idea for this program originated from Buckham Gallery board member SHames Thigpen Jr., another Buckham board member and artist who presents

ley Spivack who understands the need for underserved youth to have a creaspeken word workshops with Dr. Currie at GVRC each week, noticed early on the
RXWOHW WKDW KDV WKH FDSDFLW\ WR LQVSLUH SDEWHR| WKIUVR SUR PYUIZRUN: RX GV HRUMOD BV IDSD UW
referee and a lecturer in (the) UMlint criminal justice program and my pior  DUH LQ WKH SRVLWLRQV WKH\JUH LQ 7KURXJKRXW
work as a public defender in the juvenile court system, | have seen that arts @ieeut them that have hurt them in many ways and for about three hours we are
JUDPPLQJ LV HVVHQWLDO LQ DQ\ SURJUDP IRUDMXOREZAIGOWRI HKBPLOLWROPMLRQWKH GDPDJH -

Dr. Traci Currie, a Buckham board member and artist states about her experieode Onweller, Buckham artist member, presents weekly visual arts workshops
ZLWK WKH SURJUDP 30\ KRSH LV WKDW ZH L Q Vwhere fudenté/explbbeitaRiXgeshBidugd aNd tréative idtitery $OIWHAK Pidject
WKH\ NQRZ JLYLQJ XS LV QRW DQ RSWLRQ ~ &cobrdiratérsy Sheley SpivadkPand BtBve Bull QRbr idorratidh ¥ \how,you can
DP OHDUQLQJ QRW WR JLYH XS RQ DQ\RQH Q e Eni&/phobram WoKtidue/ plgdse MV th&dalléry. This program depends on
support in the form of gifts made by generous philanthropists such as yourself.

Artist Spotlight: Bob Gerics

Bob Gerics is a performing
artist at Buckham.

The musician and theatre artist
has been involved in the Flint arts
community for many years. His
local ties include board member-
ship at Flint City Theatre, teach-
ing guitar at the Flint Institute of
Music for more than a decade, and
going back, participation at The
New Vic Supper Theatre and play-
ing as a pit musician for ‘Star
Theatre’ at Whiting Auditorium.
Bob studied music at Mott Com-
munity College, UM-Flint and
Oakland University.

During Flint City Theatre’s 2004

production of "Hamlet”, he fell in love
with the theatrical possibilities of
Buckham Gallery’s space. When he
heard that Buckham wanted to expand
its artist base to include performing
artists, he was happy to apply. Having a
life-long interest in the visual arts,
though not a visual artist himself,
Buckham seemed like a good place to
spend some time.

In November, he directed a staged
reading of "Touch of the God-

Kissed” (by Flint native, Megan Dona-
hue) at the Gallery. In January, he will
be screening his first film,
"Misdirected”, a movie based on his

Bob plays weekly on Sat-
urday nights at the Holly
Hotel, as well as occa-
sional gigs around town,

often with his brother, g stage play of the same title.

Dan. He cofounded the a At Flint City Theatre, he's directed
high energy string band E plays, coordinated short play festivals,
“Third Nature” and has & and been a big supporter of bringing
performed with fiddle ) new work to a Flint stage. As co-
wizard Jeremy Kittel = founder of The Accomplice Theatre
and folk legend Tom % Company, he took a production to the
Paxton. London Ontario Fringe Festival in

2010, which was then remounted in
Flint. This March, he will debut two
short plays and a short film at FCT, “An
Evening of Gratuitous Sex and Vio-
lence” at the Good Beans Cafe.

He has four CDs of music to his
credit. Two of which have artwork
by Buckham artists, Todd On-
weller and Amanda Simons.




